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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 30, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FOoxXX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

—————

RESTORE VISA IMMIGRATION
PROGRAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, as
we stand in the House Chamber today,
over 4,000 U.S. military personnel are
bringing the fight to ISIL terrorists in
Iraq. Navy and Air Force pilots, Spe-
cial Forces, and advisers are working
hand in hand with Iraqis and Kurds to
eject ISIL from Mosul, the city they
declared 3 years ago as the capital of
their caliphate.

Great progress has been made. Sup-
ported by thousands of U.S. air strikes,
the eastern half of the city has been re-
claimed by the forces of the civilized
world and efforts are underway to fin-
ish the job in western Mosul.

Madam Speaker, none of this could
have been done without the help of
brave Iraqi interpreters who are essen-
tial to communicating all of the pieces
of these operations.

As a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, I am proud that
from 2008 to 2016, we passed and re-
passed a special immigration visa pro-
gram to open the door of immigration
to the U.S. for these interpreters as a
safe haven, and also as a reward for
putting their lives at risk and making
sure that our troops can communicate

safely and effectively in their oper-
ations.
Incredibly, on Friday, with one

stroke of the pen, President Trump
slammed the door shut on that pro-
gram because he canceled all visa pro-
grams from Iraq.

If anyone could imagine a more de-
moralizing way to undercut the anti-
ISIL alliance at such a critical time,
Friday’s order won the prize; and we
are hearing from military commanders
who are over there in Iraq talking
about the blowback that is coming
from our allies that were literally un-
derway in real operations in real time.

We, in Congress, need to stop this
order for the sake of our standing in
the world as a beacon of hope and free-
dom and, if for nothing else, to support
our troops and their allies in harm’s
way.

SUPPORT OF SHORT-TERM
PROGRAM BANNING IMMIGRATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS) for 5 minutes.
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, the rhetoric coming from my

colleagues across the aisle and the lib-

eral media regarding President
Trump’s executive order to strengthen
American’s immigration policy is

harmful to our country and is placing
law enforcement professionals at risk
due to incited protests.

The fact is that President Trump is
protecting America by strengthening
our vetting procedures. The details of
his order clearly state that the allowed
level of immigrants from the affected
foreign nations is essentially the aver-
age rate of the 15 years before Presi-
dent Obama’s dangerous expansion of
the program in 2016.

President Trump’s executive order
has simply restored sanity to Amer-
ica’s immigration policy. It was Presi-
dent Obama who, against all reason-
able consideration, put the American
citizenry at risk in 2016 by his massive
expansion of immigration from nations
that are known to produce radical Is-
lamic terrorists. Thank God that Presi-
dent Trump has upheld his oath to pro-
tect American lives.

This order puts a temporary pause on
immigration from seven countries:
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Libya, Yemen,
and Somalia. The governments in these
countries are either hostile to the
United States, or presently in great
turmoil.

As a professional law enforcement of-
ficer for the last 13 years, I paid very
close attention to the insane policies
that put American citizens and Amer-
ican police at risk. I have watched
carefully and prayerfully as terror at-
tack after terror attack has shed
American blood on American soil, and
I have been privy to many jihadist
plots that were stopped because of the
dedicated courage and skilled law en-
forcement investigators; the same cops
that have been for years maligned, at-
tacked, and murdered across our Na-
tion by Americans incited to violence
by dangerously irresponsible rhetoric
from the left.
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